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temperate, ripe later age, when the higher forms
emerge upon the scene. The analogy is deep and
radical. The vital energy of the globe was once
much more rampant and overflowing than it is now;
the time will come when the pulse of the planet will
be much feebler than it is now. Youth and age,
growth and decay, are universal conditions. The
heavens themselves shall wax old as doth a garment.
Life and death are universal conditions, and to fancy
a place where death is not is to fancy one's self en-
tirely outside of this universe and of all possible
universes.

Men in communities and assemblages are under
laws that do not reach or affect the single individ-
ual, just as vast bodies of water respond to attrac-
tions and planetary perturbations that do not affect
the lesser bodies. Men kindle one another as do fire-
brands, and beget a collective heat and an enthusi-
asm that tyrannize over the individual purposes and
wills. We say things are in the air, that a spirit is
abroad; that is, that influences are at work above
the wills and below the consciousness of the people.
There are changes or movements in the world and
in the communities that seem strictly analogous to
drifting; it is as when a ship is carried out of its
course by unsuspected currents, or as when arctic
explorers, with their faces set northward, are uncon-
sciously carried in the opposite direction by the ice
floe beneath them. The spirit of the age, or the time*
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